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NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 

Claims 11-13 and 15-23 were rejected in the Final Office Action entered on 13 July 2009. 

Applicants' response under 37 CFR 1.1 16 submitted on 8 September 2009 has requested 
reconsideration in light of Applicants' remarks. 

Those remarks have been fully considered and found persuasive. All pending rejections 
have been withdrawn. 

Claims 11-13 and 15-23 are allowed. 

Examiner's Amendment 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Ye 
Ren (62,344) on 18 September 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 23, line 27, the word "therebetween." has been deleted and replaced with — 
therebetween such that during operation of the process control system for controlling a plant, 
data of a programmable controller designed or configured by a first part of the part projects is 
exported to an operating and observation station designed or configured by a second of the part 
projects.-- 
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Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Applicants' remarks submitted on 8 September 2009 state for the record: 

The term "operational data" means data generated in a process control system during 
plant operation as described in Applicant's par. 3 [of the specification]. Such data is not 
generated during the development stage. A synonymous term in the specification is 
"batch data", which is data generated during production of product batches. Batch 
processing is a known operational stage of manufacturing, as opposed to a program logic 
development stage. Therefore, the intended meaning of "operational data" is clear and 
limiting. 

The closest prior art of record does not fairly teach or suggest every claimed feature 
recited by claims 18, 19, and 23, specifically the feature wherein two or more part projects are 
"functionally linked for operational data transfer" as described by the claims. 

In particular, US Patent No. 6,108,662 to Hoskins, et al, teaches a system software 

solution for controlling an enterprise comprising one or more components for controlling one or 

more aspects of an industrial environment (abstract). Hoskins teaches that: 

In another embodiment, a plurality of control modules are coupled to a communication 
link to communicate the occurrences of the discrete events to a main processor. Each of 
the control modules is configured to detect state transitions of at least one of the control 
elements. In another aspect, a method for diagnosing the behavior of a machine 
configured to perform a discrete event process is disclosed. A plurality of control 
elements are configured to transition between at least two states. The occurrence of each 
state transition, which represents a discrete event in the process, is communicated to a 
main processor via a communications link... Occurrences of the discrete events are 
evaluated in real time relative to the diagnostic rule to identify whether a malfunction in 
the machine's behavior is present. (Hoskins, column 24, lines 19-38) 

Therefore, Hoskins appears to teach that data of a programmable controller (i.e. "state 

transitions of at least one of the control elements") is exported to at least a "main processor," 

whereupon the data is analyzed to determine whether a malfunction has occurred. 
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Meanwhile, US Patent No. 6,298,319 to Heile, et al., teaches a work group computing 
system for facilitating programmable logic device design among multiple engineers (abstract). 
Heile teaches a programming system for multiple users wherein "each engineer is allowed to 
work on a portion of the overall design" (Heile, column 3, lines 19-37). Heile therefore appears 
to teach "part projects executed on respective different ones of the programming devices," 
depicted in Heile, FIG. 6 and related description. 

Therefore, although it may have been obvious to combine the prior art to arrive at an 
invention where multiple engineers may concurrently work on multiple "part projects" using 
shared "design blocks" as depicted in Heile, FIG. 6 in order to design a process control system of 
actuators, sensors, programmable controllers, and operating and observation stations as taught by 
Hoskins (abstract), there appears to be no teaching in the closest prior art of record of the 
claimed feature wherein two part projects are functionally linked for operational data transfer 
(as specifically defined by Applicants' specification and remarks noted above) therebetween such 
that, during operation of the process control system for controlling a plant, data of a 
programmable controller designed or configured by a first of the part projects is exported to an 
operating and observation station designed or configured by a second of the part projects, as 
recited by claims 18, 19, and 23. Implementing such a feature would require further 
modification of the Heile and Hoskins references where no teaching or suggestion is found in the 
prior art. 

The allowable subject matter is found in the independent claims: 
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(claim 18) wherein a given design block is part of at least two different part projects 
executed on respective different ones of the programming devices, and a copy of the 
given design block is transferred to each of the respective programming devices; and 

wherein the two part projects are functionally linked for operational data transfer 
therebetween such that, during operation of the process control system for controlling a 
plant, data of a programmable controller designed or configured by a first of the part 
projects is exported to an operating and observation station designed or configured by a 
second of the part projects. 

(claim 19) wherein a given design block is part of at least two different part projects 
executed on respective different ones of the programming devices, and a copy of the 
given design block is transferred to each of the respective programming devices; and 

wherein at least two of the part projects on different programming devices are 
functionally linked for operational data transfer therebetween such that during operation 
of the process control system for controlling a plant, data of a programmable controller 
designed or configured by a first of the part projects is exported to an operating and 
observation station designed or configured by a second of the part projects. 

(claim 23) wherein a given design block is part of more than one part project, and a copy 
of the given design block is transferred to more than one of the programming devices for 
concurrent use; and 
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wherein part projects on at least two different programming devices are 
functionally linked for operational data transfer therebetween such that, during 
operation of the process control system for controlling a plant, data of a programmable 
controller designed or configured by a first of the part projects is exported to an 
operating and observation station designed or configured by a second of the part 
projects. 

In combination with the other recited elements of the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Proctor whose telephone number is (571) 272-3713. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am-4:30 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Rodriguez can be reached at (571) 272-3753. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. Information regarding the status of 
an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
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system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Jason Proctor/ 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2123 

jsp 



